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The PREFACE. 
veſt of Princes 2 But Ingratituae 1s the chief ingredient oj 4 
Poets and to Lampoon a Patron who has kept him from ſtarvins, 
zf he in the leaſt chanceth to ſlacken his Hand, is as common to 
hum, as his wants are familiar, and I need na iell the Reader 
bow efien a Rhuming Fool 1s 12 Neceſſity : Tho at the ſame times, 
what our Male-Contented Common-Wealth hates, has ſaid in re- 
lation to the Vices of the Hollanders, 9ves us an opportunity 
of inſpetting their Vertues ; and funce he acts the part of 5 
faithleſs' an Hiſtorian, as partally to paſs by thar Excellencees, 
the following Diſcourſe ſhall grve as many inſtances im their 
commendation, as h1s #45 in therr diſpraiſe. Our Author ts not 
wnlike toa Man in the Tellow Faundice, who thinks every one of the 
fame Completion with himſelf; for how could he heap ſo many 
Vices upon ſo Virtuous a People, unleſs he had been a praftiti- 
oner tn thoſe very Vices he would faſten on his Nerghbour 2 But 
leaſt the Gentleman ſhould be angry, for be's a little Taſty Fel- 
low; III abſtain from railery, and be for once the Reyerſe 
of him, as he ſaith the Dutch are of Humanity. 4/1 that 
1 have to urge im the behalf of the following Paper, is that the 
decency of Expreſſion, the excellency of the People it Treats off, 
the truth of every particular, Inſtance, and the mduſtry which 1s 
'm prattiſe among them, muſt needs take off from the prejudices 
which the Reader may have 1mbib d from the Paper which this 
zs deſigned as an Anſwer to. And 1 ſhall have ſaid enough to 
meratuate my ſelf with the Reader, if ts (hake of Tyranny 
and Slavery, to be Lovers of their Country, and to be Aſſiſtants 
to thoſe that are m Diſtreſs, has ſo near a reſemblance of our 
Engliſh Conſtitution, that we ſhould grve no manner of approba- 
tion to our Attions, ſhould we diſallow of the praftiſe of themin 
theirs; then we have all the reaſm m the World to be on their 


fide; unleſs we would be againſt our ſelves, © 


ANSWER 
I!|-naturd Libel, 


A TRIP to HOLLAND, &c«. 


S the People we are now to treat of are grown to ſuch 

| a prodigious Highth of Riches and Greatneſs as to be 
render'd equal to the moſt Sovereign Powers, fo the 

Means by whicli they have acquird thoſe Honours 


which are paid only to them and Crown'd Heads, well deſerve 
fo be taken notice of. | 


Solomon refs us of Four Things that are ſmall, and full of 
Wiſdom ; The Piſmire, the Graſs-hoppet, the Coney, and the 


Spider: 


For Provideiice, they are the Piſmires of. the World ; and ha- 
ving nothing but what Graſs affords them; are yer for almoſt all 
Proyiſions, the Store-houſe of Chriſtendom, Whar is it which 
there may not be found in plenty? They make by their Indu- 
ſtry, all the Fruits of the vaſt Earth their own. What Land 
can,boaſt a Privilege that they do not partake of ? They have 
not of their own, enough Materials to compile one Ship ; yer 
how many Nations do they furniſh> The Remoter Angles of 
the World do, by their Pains, deliver them - cheir Sweets ; and 
aad being of themſelves in want, their Diligence hath made them 
both Hdres nearer home. 

They are Frugal, ro the Hoing of Egg-ſhells ; and maintain ir 
for a Maxim, That a Thing laſts _ Mended, than New. , 

Thet 


* 
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Their Cities are their Mole-Hils ; their Schates and Fly-Boats 
creep and return with their Store for Winter : Every one is bu- 
ſie, and carries his Grain ; as if every City were a ſeveral Hive, 
and the. Bees not permitting a Drone to inhabir ; for Idle Perſons 
muſt find ſome other Manſion. And leſt Neceſlity bereave Men 
of Means to ſet them on work, there are Publick Banks, that 
(without Uſe) lend upon Pawns to all the Poor that want. 

There 1s a Seaſon when the Piſmires fly ; and fo each Summer 
they likewiſe ſwarm abroad with their Armies. 

The Ant, ſays one, 7s a wiſe Creature, but a ſhrewd thing in a 
Garden or Orchard. And truly, ſo are they ; for they look upon 
others too little, and themſelves roo much : And whereſoever 
they light in a pleaſant or rich Soil, like Suckers and lower 
Plants, they rob from the' Root of rhat Tree which gives them 
Shade and Prote4ion. So their Wiſdom is not, indeed, Heroick, 
or Numnial, as courting an Univerſal Good ; but rather Nar- 
row and Reſtrictive, as being a Wiſdom but for themſelves ; 
which, to ſpeak plainfF, is deſcending into Craft, and is but the 
Siniſter Parr of that which is really Noble and Celeſtial. 

Nay, in all they hold fo true a Proportion with the Emmet, as 
you ſhall nor ſind they want ſo much as the Sting. 


For dwelling in Rocks, they are Coneys ; and while the Spa- 
iſh Tumbler plays about them, they reſt ſecure in their own 7:;- 
acceſſible Burrows, Where have you, under Heaven, fuch Im- 
pregnable Fortifications, where Art beaurifies Nature, and Na- 
ture makes Art invincible > Herein, indeed, they differ ; the 
Coneys find Rocks,and they make them : And, as if they would 
invert the Miracke of - Mofes, they raiſe them in the Boſom of rhe 
Waves : Where, within theſe few Years, Ships furrow'd in 
che Pathleſs Ocean, the Peaceful Plough now unbowels the Fer- 
tile Earth, which at Night is carry'd home to che faireſt Manſions 
in Holand. FN a 

Every Town has its Garriſon ; and the Keys of the Gates, in 
the Night-time, are not truſted but in the Stadr-houſe. From 
theſe Holds they bolr abroad for Proviſions, and then return to 
their Faſtneſles, repleniſh'd. 


For War, they are Graſs-hoppers ; and, without a King, go 
forth in Bands, ro conquer Kings. They have not only defend- 
ed themſelves at their own Home, bur have brav'd the Spaniard 
at his. In Am" 1599. under the Command of Yander Does, 
was the Grand Canary taken, the Chief Ciry ſack'd, the King of 
Epain's Enfigns taken down, and the Colours of his Excellency 
ſet up in their Room. In the Year 1600, the Battel of Newport 


was a gallant piece, when with the Loſs of a Thouſand Men, or 


little more, they ſlew Seven Thouſand of their Enemies, took 
aboye an hundred E»/igns, the Admiral of Arragon was made Pri- 
ſonar : 


(3) 
ſoner ; the very Furniture of the 4rch-Duke's own Chamber aid 
Cabinet, yea, the Signet that belong'd to his Hand. 

In 1607, they aflaild rhe Armada of Spain, in the Bay of Gi- 
braltar, under Covert of the Caſtle and Town-Ordnance ; and 
with the Loſs only of an Hundred and Fifty Men, flew above two 
Thouſand, and ruin'd the whole Fleer. Certainly, a bolder Ar- 
tempt has ſcarce ever been done. The Indian Maſtiff never was 
more fierce againſt the angry Lie»: Nor can the Cock, in his Ctow- 
ing Valour, become more prodipal of his Blood than they. 

There hardly is upon Farth ſuch a School of Martial Diſci- 
pline : 'Tis the Chriſtian World's Academy for Arms, whither all 


' the Neighbour-Nations reſort to be inſtructed ; where they may 


obſerve how unrefiſtable a Blow many ſmall Grains of Powder 
will make, being heap'd together ; which yer if you ſeparate, 
can do nothing bur ſparkle and die. | 

Their Recreation is the Pratice of Arms, and they learn to be 
Soldiers ſooner than Men: Nay, as if they placed a Religion in 
Arms, every Sunday is concluded with the Train'd-bands march- 
ing through their Cities. 


For Induſtry, they are Spiders, and are inthe Palaces of Kings. 
Of old they were the Guard of the Perſon of the Romany Empe- 
for; and by the Romans themſelves, declar'd to be rheit Friends 
andCompanions.Thereare none have the like Intelligence. TheirMer- 
chants at this Day are the preateſt of rhe Univerſe. Whar Nation 
is it, whete they have not infinuated ; nay,which they have not 
almoſt Anatomis'd, andeven diſcover'd the intrinfick Veins on't. 

Even among us, they ſhame us with-their Induſtry, which 
makes them ſeem as if they had a faculry from the World's Cre- 
ation, out of Water to make dry Land appear. They win our 
drowned Grounds; which we cannot recover,and chaſe back Nep- 
tune to his own old Banks: | 

All that they do, is by ſuch Labour as it ſeems extracted out of 
their own Bowels ; and in their wary Thrift, they hang by ſuch 
a ſlender Suſtentation of Life, that one would think their own 
weight ſhould be enought to crack it. | 

Want of Idleneſs keeps them from watt; and 'tis ther dili- - 
pence makes them Rich. | WED 

A fruitful Soil enereaſeth the Harveſt, a plentiful Sun aug- 
ments the Store; and ſeaſonable ſhowers drop fatnefs on che Crop 
we reap. Bur no Rain fructifies more than the due of Swear. 

You would think, being with them, you were in old 7/rae! ; 
for you find not. a Begger among them: Nor are they mindful of 
their own alone, bur Straggers alſo pattake of their Care and 
Bounty ; if they will depart, they have Money for their Convoy; 
if they ſtay, they have Work provided; if unable, they find an 
Hoſpital. Their Providence extends even from the Prince to the. 
catching of Flies. And leſt you loſe an Afternoon by fruitleſs 

Mourn- 


(4) 
Mourning, by two of the Clock all Burials muſt end ; wherein 
to prevent the waſte of Ground, they pile Coffin upon Coffin cill 
the Sepulchre be full. 

In all their Manufactures they hold a truth and conſtancy, for 
they are as Fruits from Trees, . the ſame every. Year they are at 
firſt; not Apples one Year, and Crabs-the next, and ſo for ever 
after. Inthe ſale of theſe they alſo are ara word, they will gain 
rather than exat; and have not that way whereby our Citizens 
abuſe the Wiſe, and cozen the Ignorant; and by their infinite 0- 
ver-asking for Commodities, proclaim to the World, that they 
would cheat all if ic were in their power. 

The depravation of Manners they puniſh wich Contempt ; bue 
the Defeats of Nature they favour with Charity. Even their 
Bedlam is a Place fo curious, that a Lord might live in ic : Their 
Hoſpital might lodge a Lady. So thar ſafely you may conclude, 
amongſt them even Poverty and Madneſs do both inhabit hand- 
ſomely. And tho' Vice makes every thing turn ſordid, yer the 
State will have the very CorreCtion of ir to be near, as if they 
would ſhew, thar though Obedience fail, yer Government muſt 
be ſtill it ſelf, and deſcent. To prove this, they that do bur 
view their Bridewel, will think ic may rcccive a Gentleman tho' 
a Gallant: And ſo rheir Priſon, .a wealthy Citizen; but for a 
poor Man, 'tis his beſt Policy co be laid rhere, for he that caſts 


him in muſt maintain him. - : 

Their Language, tho' it difter from the higher Germany, yer 
has it the fame Ground, and is as old as Babe/; and albeit harſh, 
yer fo lofty and full a Tongue, as made Goropius Becanus main- 
eain it for the Speech of Adam in his Paradice. And ſurely if 
there were not other Reaſons againſt it, che ſignificancy of the 
Ancient 7eutonic might carry it from the primeſt Dialedt. Steven 
of Bruges reckons up Two thouſand one hundred ſeventy Mono- 
fyllables, which being compounded, how richly do they grace a 
Tongue 2 A Tongue, that far the general. profeſſion, is extended 
further than any that I know. Through both the Germanzes, Den- 
mark, Norway, Saeden, and ſometimes France, England, and Spain : 
And ſtill among us,all ourWords areD«zc/,with yerſo little change, 
that certainly 'tis in a manner the fame that it was two thou- 
ſand Years ago, withour the too much mingled Borcowings of 
their Neighbour Nations. | 

The Germans are a People, . that more than all the World, I 
think, may boaſt Sincerity, as being for ſome thouſand of Years 
a pure and unmixed People. And ſurely,” I fee not but their 
Conduction by 7xi/co, from the building of Bate/, may paſs as 
unconfured Story, they yet retaining the Appellation from his 
Name. | 

They are a large and aumerous People, having ever kept their 
own, and tranſported Colonies into other Nations ; in /ta/y were 


the Longobards ; in Spain the Goths and Yaudals; in Fraxce the 
b-; | Franks, 


+» 
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left Reverend Steps of their 


3T18 
Antiquity and Lihguage. 

It is a noble Teſtimony that to grave an Hittorian as 7acitnr 
hath lefe fill exranr of them, and Written above fifteen hindrca 
Years ago: De/iberant dim frnxere fcaunt : Conjtifuniit Airm erruys | 
re-nor poſſin?. They deliberate when they cannot Diſſcmble, an. 
reſolve when they cannot err. | 

- Two hundred and ten Years this Rem.ms were in conquerinf 
them, in which ſpace on either ſide wert rhe lofies Jad and fara!; 
ſo as neither the Samnfes, the Carthageninns, the Spaniards, the 
Gauls, no nor the Parthians ever troubled them like the Germans, 
They flew and took Priſoners {cycral Commanders of the higheſt? 
Rank, as Carbo, Caſſius » S. Caures, Aurelius, Certi/lius, Cepio, and 
M1. Manlins. They defeated five Con: rry Arinies, and arus with 
three Legions; yer after all this he concludes, Triumphati magis 
quam vii junt, They were rather triumph'd over than'conquer- 
ed.. To confirm this, the keeping of their own Language is an 
Argumenr Miſerable; the change whereof ever follows upon tEe 
fully vanquiſhed; as we may ſet it did in /raly, France, Spain, 
and England. ; 

- And this'he ſpeaks of the Nation in general: Nor was the O- 
pinion of the Romans leſs worthy in particular, concerning theſe 
Lower Provinces, which made them for theirValour and warlike 
Minds, ſtile them by the Narhe of Gal/ia Belgica, and eſpecially 
of the Batavians, which were the Ho/auders, and part of Guelders. 
You nidy thear-in what honourable terms he mentions them, 
whereſpeaking of the ſeveral People'of Germany,he fays,Omnium ha- 
rum Gentium virtute praciput Batavi : Nam nec tributts contemnun- 
Zur, nec publicanus atterit: exemptioneribus & collationilus,&tantum-in 
ſum preliorum ſepofiti, velut tela atque arma bellis reſervantur. Ofall 
theſe Nations, the Priticipal in yaliant Vertue are the Bataviars ; 
for neither are they become deſpicable by paying of Tribute, 
nor oppreſſed too much by the Farmer of publick Revenues, bur 
free. from Taxes and Contributions for Servility ; they arc ſpeci- 
ally ſer a-part for the Fight, as Armour and Weapons chly re- 
ſerved for War. + | | | 2 

. All this even at this: Day, they ſeem to make good ; for of all 
chey World they are the People that Thrive and grow Rich by 
the War, like the Porcipice, that plays in the Storm, bur at other 
times lies ſtill and: ſober under the Warer.- | = | 

. War, which is the World's Ruin, and ravins upon the Beauty 
of all, is to them Proſperity and Ditation. And ſurely the rea- 
ſon of this is, rheir ſtrength in Shipping, the open. Sea,. their 
many fortified Towns, and the Country, by reaſon of its low- 
nels and. plentiful irrigation, becoming impaſlable for an Army 
when the Winter but approaches: Otherwiſe it is hardly poſlible, 
that ſo ſmall a parcel of Mankind ſhould brave the moſt Porenc 
Monarch of Chriſtendom; —_ own Handshotd the Mines 
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of the Wars Sinews, Money; and has now got a Command 1© 
wide, that our of his Dominions the Sx can neither rife nor ſer. 

The whole Seventeen Provinces are not aboye a thouſand Enge 
liſh Miles in Circuit, and in the Szazes Hands there is not /even of 
thoſe; yet have they in the Field ſometimes ſixty thouſand Sol- 
diers, beſides thoſe which they always keep in Garriſon, which 
cannot be bur a conſiderable number, near thirty thouſand ; there 
being in the whole Country above rwo hundred Wall'd Towns 
and Cities. So thar if they have People for the War, one would 
wonder where they ſhould ger Money to pay them, chey being, 
when they have an Army in the Field, at a thouſand pound a 
Day charge extraordinary. | 

To maintain this, their Exciſe is an unwaſted Mine, whiclt 
with the infiniteneſs of their Trafhick, and their untired induſtry, 
is by every part of the World in ſomething or other contriby- 
ted to. 

The Sea yields them by two forts of Fiſh only, Herring, and 
Cod, ſixty thoufand pound per Arnum; for which they go our. 
fomerimes ſeven or eight hundred Boats at once; and:for greater 
Ships, they are able to ſer out double the number: +. | 
Their Merchandife amounted in Guiceiardine's timeits Fourteen 
Millions per Anmnum. Whereas England, which is in gpÞmpals al- 
moſt as large again, dnd hath the Ocean as' a Ring abour her, 
made not aboye ſix Millions yearly ; ſo ſedulous are theſe Bees 
to labour and enrich their Hiye. | | 

' As they on the Sea, ſo the Women are buſic on. Land in. wea- 

Ying of Nets, and helping . to add to the heap. . And though a 
Husband's long abſence might tempt them to. lacivious ways, yer. 
they hate 'Adulrery, and are reſolute in Matrimonial Chaſtity, ; 
I do not remember that ever I read in Story, of any great Lady of. 
that Nation,thar hath been tax'd with looſeneſs: And gueſtionleſs, 
'tis their eyer being buſie, makes them have no. laiſure for Luſt, 

"Tis idleneſs thar is Cnpz4's Nurſe, but buſineſs breaks his Bow, 
and makes his Arrows uſeleſs. get 

They are both Merchants and Farmers; an their ac parts, 
which Men can but diſcharge with us: As ifthey would ſhew, 
thre the Souls in all are Maſculine, and not varied into weaker 
Sex, as are the Bodies that they wear abour them. 

Wherher this be from the Nature of their Country, in which, 
if they be not laborious, they cannor live; or from an Innate Ge- 
nius of People, by a fuperiour Providence adapted to them of 
ſuch a Situation'; from their own Inclinations, addicted to Paſi- 
mony ; from Cuſtom in their Way of Breeding ; from any Tran- 
icendency of Active Parts, more than other Nations ; or from be- 
ing in their Country, like People in a City belieg'd, whereby 
their own Vertues do more compad, . and fortifie, - I will nor de- 
rermine. Bur, certainly, in general, they are the moſt painful 
and diligent People on Earth; and, of all other, che moſt truly 


of 


” 
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of Yeſpacian's Opinion, to think that Ex re qualiber bonus Odor 
lucri : Be it rais'd from what it will, the Smell of Gain is plea- 
. fant. 
Yer they are, in ſome ſort, Gods ; for they ſet Bounds to the 
Scas, and when they lift Jer it paſs again. Even their Dwelling 
is a Miracle ; they live lower than the Fiſhes, in the very Lap 
of the Floods, and .incircl'd in their Watry Arms : They are 
the //raelites, paſſing through the Red Sea, the Waters wall 
them in; and if they ſer open their Sluces, ſhall drown their 
Enemies: x ol 
They have ſtruggl'd long with Spain's Pharaoh, and they have 
at length enforc'd him to let them go. They are a Gideon's Ar- 
my upon the March again. They are the 7dian Rat, gnawing 
the Bowels of the Spaniſh Crecodile, to which they got when he 
gap'd to ſwallow them. They are a Serpent, wreath'd abour the 
Legs of that El/ephanre. They are the little Sword-fiſh, pricking 
the Belly of the Whale. They are the Wane of that Empire which 
increas'd under 7/abella, and in Charles V's Time was at full. 
They are a Glaſs, wherein Kings may ſee, that thenoh they Le 
Soverergns over Lives and Goods, yet when they uſurp upoa God's Par*, 
and will be Kings over Conſcience too, they are ſometimes puniſh'd 
with the Loſs of that which lawfully is their own : That Religion too 
fiercely urg'd, is tb ſtretch a String till ir not only jars, but 
cracks; and in the breaking, whips (perhaps) the 'Streiner's 
Eye out. . oe | | 
That an Extream Taxation is, to take away the Honey while 
the Bees keep the Hive ; whereas, he that would do thar, ſhould 
firſt eirher buen them, or drive them our : That Tyrafits in their 
Goverrmenr, arc the greateſt Traytors to their own States : Thar 
a Defire of being too Abſolute, is to walk upon Piracles and the 
Tops of Piramids, where not only the Footing is full of Hazard, 
but even the Sharpneſs of that they tread on may run into rheir 
Foor, 'and wound them: That too much to regrate on the Pa- 
rience of but fickle Subjects, is to preſs a Thorn ill it prick your 
Finger: 'That'nothing makes a more deſperare Rebel, chan a Pre- 
rogatrve inforc'd too far. BE | 
Thar Liberty in Man is as the Skin to the Body, not to be put 
oft, but together with Life. That they which will command 
more-than they ought, ſhall nor at laſt command fo much as 
is fir. | 
Thar Moderate Princes fit faſter in their Regalities, than ſuch 
as being but Men, would yet haye their Power over their Sub- 
jets, as the Gods, Unlimited. That Ovpreſſion is an Tron heated 
till it burns the Hand. That to debar ſome States of Ancient Pri- 
vileges, is, for a Falcon to undertake ro beat a Flock of 1/:/d 
Geeſe our of rhe Ferxs. That to go about to compel a ſullen Rea- 
{on to ſubmit ro a wilful Peremptorineſs, is fo long 70 beat a 
-hain'd altiff into his Renxel, til at lat he turns, and flies at your 
Throat. 


ſ O ! 
\ # 
7hroat. That unjuſt Policy is to thoot as they did at C#enr/, 


into the Mouth of a charg'd Cannon, to have wo Bullers retura'd 
for oue. That he doth bur endanger himſelf, that riding with 


too weak a Bitt, provokes an Head-ſtrong Horle with a Spur. 


That.'tis ſafer ro meer a valiant Man I#/eaporleſs, than- almoſt a 
Coward .in Armozr. Thar even a weak Caule,. with a ſtrong 
Caſtle, will boil Sor Blood fo a Retellious Tich. .. That 'tis better 
keeping a Crazy Body in an equal Temper, than to anger Hu- 
mours by too ſharp a Phylick. { | 

That Admonitions from 2 dying Man, are too ſerious to be 
neglected. Thar there is nothing ccrtain, that is not impoſlible. 
Thar, a Coblcr of _Flu/hinz was. one of the greateſt Enemies the 
greateſt Enemics the King of Spain ever had. 


The People in it are Jews of the New Teſtament, that have cx- 
chang'd nothing. but the Law for the Goſpe/ ;. and this they rather 
profeſs, than practiſe. Together, a Man of War, riding at Anchor 
in the Downs of Germany. LR EEEOP 

For Foreign Princes to help them, is wiſe Self-Policy : When 
they have made them able to defend themſelves againſt Spain, 
they are at the Pale; if they enable rhem to offend others, they 
go beyond ir. For, queſtionleſs, were this Thorn our of the 
Spaniard's Side, he might be fear'd too foon to graſp his Long- 
intended Monarchy. And were the Spaniard bur polleſied Lord 
of the Low-Countries, or had the States but the Wealth and Power 
of Spain, the reſt of Europe might be like People-at Sea in a Ship 
on fire, that could only chuſe whether they would drown or 
burn. Now, their War is the Peace of their Neighbours. So 
Reme, when bulſy'd. in her Civil Broils, rhe Parthzans liv'd ac 
reſt ; but thoſe concluded once, by Ceſar, next are they deſign'd 


for Conqueſt. 


If any Man wonder at theſe Contraries, let him look in his 
own Body for as many ſeveral Humours, in his own Brain for as 
many different Fancies, in his own Heart for as various Paſſions ;. 
and from all theſe he may learn, that there 7s not in all the World 


ſuch another Beaſt as Man. 


LR oor 
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AMSTERDAM. 


S this famous City was one the firſt which ſhook off che 

A Spaniſh Yoak, fo the Courage it ſhew'd, at a Juncture 

when their Lives and Liberties were in the utmoſt Dan- 

ger, has entirl'd it more to be the Metropolis of the Seven Provin- 

ces, than the Splendour of its Buildings, the Adyantages of its 
Situation, and rhe Abundance of its Riches. 

It is to be confels'd, (as our 7Trip-Mafter will have it,) ſeve- 
ral Vices are Inhabitants of this place; but here are Vertues 
which drown the Appearance of them : Here is Induſtry, with- 
Neceſſity ; Hoſpitality, withour Deſign ; Charity, witheut Boaſt- 
ing ; Obedience, without Compulſion 3 Magiſtracy, without 
Knaverty ; Jnſtice, without Bribery ;| and Frugality, withour Coe 
vetouſneſs, 

The People are Lovers of Freedom, and fearlels of Aferting it ; 
wonderful Cautious, yet Daring to a Miracle ; Inimicable in 
Times of Peace,and Unconquerable in War ; have Immunities above 
rheir Neighbours, yet neyer make uſe of them to their Neigh- 
bours, Diſadvantage. | 

The Story of Japan was forg'd againſt them by Srxbbs, in the 
lare Daz War, when to be Inveterate was to tell Truth, and to 


' invent a plauſible Lye was to be counted a good Patriot. There 


was. fomerhing in' ir, *tis true ; bur nothing but what ſavour'd 
mote of Policy, than Diſhoneſty. For, how could it be Deny- 
ing C#RTST, to write themſelves YO LLANDERS? Or, 
by what Means can they be ſtil'd Feathens, who made ſuch Eva- 
ſions for the ſake of Profeſſing the Goſpel without Diſturbance. 

If they were ſo Irreligious as our Authot would have them, 
they would, never have Revolted from the Spantard on Account of 
rheit Religion : And if they were ſv cafily to be perſuaded ro deny 
their S. 4Y TOUP, certainly they would never have been ſo dif- 
ficulr in lubmirting'to a Religion, which, though it differ'd from 
cheirs in ſeveral Points, yet own'd the REDEEMER, who 
tuffer'd fot them. | | | 

As to their hatred to the Spaniſh King, it appears in nothing 
but cheic unwillingneſs to joyn in a Communion which was dif> 

D onant 


(9) 
10nan: to tieir Principics, and tmpraeticable by thoſe of another 
Profeftion, ana if to relieve him in the higheſt extremity, and 
iupport him when his whole Kingdom. was, threatned with Fire 
and Sword, be /latrcd truly, 1 ſhall be to feek for a definiticn 
Br Lowe. l i Re —4 | 

And his Catholick Majeſty would ſcarce have an Ambailador 
there, 1f they were not in is [ntcreſts. 

Their Clerzy, tho' Calvizitts, a Titie which is their Glory, tho * 
our Author would 4ri4 them with ic, are mien in their D:/poſttte 
oas, Courteous in ther Behaviour; wichout Aﬀectation, without 
Pride, without Hypotriſic. | 

They rail at no Retizion, tho' they have matte choice of C- 
which :hey think ' to be the By/t, and atipures about Religious 
MAarters Arc as rare here as they arc common in Load, rvery 
one is lyffer'd to go on; in his own way, though if he be rhought 
to be in the . wrong,. he has the Prayers of thoſe who.think 
themielves.in the; right co convert him. ,, _... 

Here are £0 Þiſhops with coſtly Equipages, no Deans with 
fifteen hundred Pounds per 4unum, no greafio Prebendaries with 
tacir double Chins as big as their Paunches;' but a competency is 
allowed from the State to cach Miniſter, which makes them too 
low to think themlelves above their Fellow Creatures, and roo 


hign to be Gijpis'd by chem. 


Two, hundred Pounds a Year is their reſpeQive Salary, and. 


by theſe means are kept in a dependence onthe States, , who has 
it in their power to diſcard them, if they, like the Erg/ifh Clergy, 
meddle with affairs which belong to the Supccam Rulers. 


. Their Churches are /large, their Principles. not ſo ſtaxch'd as, 


thoſe of pur Zag/iſh Presbyrerians; their Preaching DoRrinal and 
Perſuaſive, their lives, Pious and Inſtructive, and their - whole 
conſtitution of ſo exemplary a frame, as 1c not only takes, off from 
thoſe odious aſperſions which are laid upon them, bur adds to 
the glory'of an Eſtabliſhment which ſcarce can ſuffer any further 
mereaſe. 1; 5. | | EOY 
Their Merchants are the greateſt in the World, their Magi- 
ſtrates the juſteſt, and their Laws 1o ſtritly put in execution, 
tlrat to hear of a robbery in Amſterdam is to be told a thing which 
increaſes your Wonder; and to derect People in diſhoneſt praCti- 
ccs there, is leſs freqent than to ſee them executed for diſhoneſty 
*- , "op 7 
In ſhorr, tho' all Religions are tolerated, there is none but 
what may think the 7rue incouraged; and tho' Policy in this 
Place is in its higheſt perfeftion, yet Probity and Equity are 
not eclips'd by it; and it no more takes off from the Glory of 
the Renowned City of Am/terdam, than the De Wirts who were 
Enemies to his preſent Majeſty of Great Britain were Born here, 
then that ſo many]Monarchy-haters have their Reſidence and Na- 


rivity in Loadbon, | 
To 


tas” 


(11) 


To conclude, if 'to be Preſervers of their own liberties, ani? 7 
fenders of that of others; if to furniſh Examples for the tec urcy 
of this and ſucceeding Ages; if ro have Jyſtice and 1vrcy to kits 
cach other, whilit P/cry and Peace walk Hand ia kand ro22Tier, 
be Bleſiings, as inſtructive as they are valuable, then had our 
Author no reaſon to with Amfterdam to ſet Sail, unlets Laduſtry, 
Goodneſs, and Ju/tice, be to many Eye-ſores to him, and he would 
be as far from receiving good InftruRtions, as he is from giuins 


them- 


My Breath ; to whom, again, my Breath is due ! 
If any thias be written, or is done, 
Unworthy of a Parent, or a Son : 
If I've forgot the Duties of my Birth ; 
And Praifimg, have not prais'd Thee to thy Worth, 
Grant me Thy Pardon, and forgive the Faults 
Of unconfider d Lines, and haſty Thoughts, 
Till ſome bold Pen, to Fame and Merit known, 
Shall juſtifie thy Cauſe, which is its own. 
Tho' Deeds like Thine, and Vertues, are ſo bright, 
T hey, of themſelves, can to themſelves do Right : 
And tho one Engliſh Pen has wvainly choſe 
To blame Thy People, and his own expoſe : * 
Tet ftill Thy Arms with Engliſh Forces join, 
And win their Hearts by Friendſhip to be Thine. 
Then ſhall Britannia midſt the Ocean Reign, 
And Neptune yield the Taxes of the Main - 
Whilſt Belgia's Fleets, with Hers, United Ride, 
And Heav'n, and Fame, and Conqueſt's on her Side, 
No Farms ſhall hurt 'em, and no Ills moleſt, | 
Whilſt One reclines Her Head on  Other's Brea/?. 


\ ND %ow, O'Land ! from whom at firft T drew 


So the Tall Oak, the Pride of all the Grove, 
LWhom Winds inſult, and Storms attempt to move, 
If it's with the Supporting Ivy Crown'd, 

Secure it ſtands, ſcarce nodding on the Ground : 

In vain the Tempeſts on it blow, | 

Its Friend, the Toy, props zt from its Foe; 
Which whiſtling through its kind Embrace, ' waſtes 
Its Fruitleſs Strength in Unſucceſsful Blaſts. 

When if on 1da's Top it ſtands alone, 

Diveſted of all Coverts but its own, 

Up from the Roots (it ſelf aWood) tis torn, 
And Ida's Ecchoing Nymphs the ſpacious Ruin mourn. 
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